448                LIFE  OF JOSEPH CHAMBERLAIN
BOOK ate representation for the Uitlanders in the South African Republic as
^ ._ T ' -> Her Majesty's Government hoped would relieve them from any necessity
for further interference on their behalf, and would enable the Uitlanders
to secure for themselves that fair and just treatment which was formally
promised to them in 1881, and which Her Majesty intended to secure
for them when she granted the privilege of self-government to the
inhabitants of the Transvaal.
5.  As was stated in my [Chamberlain's] telegram of 8th Sept. Her
Majesty's Government are of opinion that no conditions less compre-
hensive than those contained in their offer of that date1 can be relied
upon to effect this object.
6.  The refusal of the Government of the South African Republic to
entertain the offer thus made, coming as it does at the end of nearly
four months of protracted negotiations, themselves the climax of an
agitation extending over a period of more than five years, makes it
useless to further pursue a discussion on the lines hitherto followed, and
Her Majesty's Government are now compelled to consider the situation
afresh, and to formulate their own proposals for a final settlement of the
issues which have been created in South Africa by the policy constantly
followed for many years by the Government of the South African Republic.^
They will communicate to you [the High Commissioner] the result of
their deliberations in a later despatch.3
This document is not inspired by rapacious aggression seeking
to crush the Boers in order to seize the gold-fields and aggrandise
the Empire. If the Transvaal will agree even now to settle the
Uitlander question by real reform, Her Majesty's Government,
hoping to be relieved from any necessity for further interfer-
ence, will guarantee against all external dangers the maintenance
of the Republic. By amiable men this declaration of policy
was variously described as ' 'giving President Kruger another
chance", or "building a golden bridge" for the Boers. Though
Chamberlain and his colleagues would have welcomed last-hour
concessions, they felt war to be almost certain, and chiefly
1 That   "final   offer",   briefly   re-   and speedy conference between Presi-
called, was to  accept a five years'    dent Kruger and the High Commis-
retrospective franchise, truly granted,    sioner.
the use of English by the new mem-       2 The   italics  above   are  the  bio-
bers being allowed in the Baad. Were   grapher's.
this conceded, settlement of all other       3 C.9530,  1899, pp.   16-17 (Cham-
questions to be sought by friendly   berlain to Milner, September 22).